The crystal structure of the title compound, C 13 H 8 Cl 2 O 2 , resembles those of 2,3-dichlorophenyl benzoate, 2,4-dimethylphenyl benzoate and other aryl benzoates, with similar bond parameters. The plane of central -C( O)-O-group is inclined at the angle of 9.1 (2) with respect to the benzoate ring. The two aromatic rings make a dihedral angle of 47.8 (1) . In the crystal structure there are no classical hydrogen bonds. The molecules in the structure are packed into chains diagonally in the bc plane.
Related literature
For the preparation of the compound, see: Nayak & Gowda (2009) ; For related structures, see: Gowda et al. (2007 Gowda et al. ( , 2008 Gowda et al. ( , 2009 .
Experimental
Crystal data (Brandenburg, 2002) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97, PLATON (Spek, 2009) 
Comment
In the present work, as a part of studying the substituent effects on the crystal structures of aryl benzoates (Gowda et al., 2007 (Gowda et al., , 2008 , the structure of 2,4-dichlorophenyl benzoate has been determined. The structure (Fig. 1 ) is similar to those of 2,3-dichlorophenylbenzoate (Gowda et al., 2007) , 2,4-dimethylphenyl benzoate (Gowda et al., 2008) and other aryl benzoates . The two aromatic rings make a dihedral angle of 47.8 (1)°. The plane of the -C(=O)-Ogroup is inclined at an angle of 9.1 (2)° to the benzoate ring. In the crystal structure, there are no classical hydrogen bonds.
The molecules in the structure are packed into chains as viewed down the bc plane (Fig. 2 ).
Experimental
The title compound was prepared according to a literature method (Nayak & Gowda, 2009 ). The purity of the compound was checked by determining its melting point. It was characterized by recording its infrared and NMR spectra (Nayak & Gowda, 2009) . Single crystals of the title compound were obtained by slow evaporation of its ethanol solution. The X-ray diffraction studies were made at room temperature.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model with C-H distances of 0.93 Å, except for H atoms bound to C4 and C5, which were subject to the restraint on the C-H distance (set to 0.95 (4) Å). This measure improved the anisotropic displacement parameters of the atoms C4, C5 and enabled to remove the alert_C regarding the Hirshfeld-test.
All H atoms were refined with U iso (H) = 1.2 times U eq (C). Figures   Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of the title compound showing the atom labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. H atoms are represented as small spheres of arbitrary radii. 
